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Introduction & Places to Start
This guide identifies basic sources for researching the legal aspects of war crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity.
Although the term "war crime" is often used to describe any atrocity committed in the course of an armed conflict, terms such as war crimes,
genocide and crimes against humanity are narrowly defined by law. A defendant can be accused of the war crime of rape, or the crime against
humanity of rape. Likewise, unlawful wartime killing may be a war crime, a crime against humanity, or possibly genocide. To explore the legal
intricacies of these crimes, see the Elements of Crimes from the International Criminal Court.
If you are new to this area of research, two good background sources to consult are International Criminal Law by Ilias Bantekas and Susan
Nash [K5165 .B35 2007] and An Introduction to International Criminal Law and Procedure by Robert Cryer [K5000 .I587 2007].
Search Many Primary and Secondary Sources at Once
WestlawNext
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
International Materials on WestlawNext
LexisNexis
http://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool
Try searching Legal > Area of Law - By Topic > International Law> Search Human Rights Materials
LexisAdvance
https://advance.lexis.com/
Select International Law from the Practice Area pulldown underneath the search box.
OR
Click on the Browse Topics tab in the upper right. For each subtopic you can: get documents and search these documents, add the topic to a search, create an alert or add to
favorites.
Related Guides
Criminal Procedure
https://www.law.csuohio.edu/lawlibrary/guides/criminal
International Law
https://www.law.csuohio.edu/lawlibrary/guides/internationallaw
Need Help?
Contact a Law Librarian:
research.services@law.csuohio.edu
Phone (Voice):216-687-6877
Text messages only:  216-539-3331
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Treaties
The Origins of the Genocide Convention
Search the Library Catalog
 Title  Author  Keyword  Subject  Call Number
  
Treaties
The Genocide Convention, drafted in response to the human devastation of the Holocaust, established a legal understanding of
genocide. Researchers of genocide studies will want to consult the recently published "legislative history" of the treaty in The
Genocide Convention: The Travaux Preparatoires [K5302 .A92 2008].
Subsequent major treaties established the international tribunals that are in operation today -- these treaties are generally called
"statutes." They delimitate the jurisdiction of the tribunals, outline the elements of crimes, and set procedural and evidentiary
guidelines.
For more information on researching treaties, see our International Law Resource Guide: Treaties.
Photo by schacon
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
http://www2.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/EA9AEFF7-5752-4F84-BE94-0A655EB30E16/0/Rome_Statute_English.pdf
Statute of the ICTY
http://www.icty.org/x/file/Legal%20Library/Statute/statute_sept09_en.pdf
Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/ictr/ictr.html
Statute of the Special Court for Sierra Leone
http://www.sc-sl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=9Hkc4T/CbgU=&tabid=71
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Courts & Tribunals
Overview
The Nuremberg Tribunal [Avalon Project materials] established a paradigm for the international prosecution of war crimes. Since the 1990s, international courts and tribunals have
become the norm. Read more from Italian jurist and ICTY judge, Fausto Pocar, in The Proliferation of International Criminal Courts and Tribunals [full text]. The tribunals' official
websites, along with primary sources materials and secondary literature provide insight into war crimes caselaw.
Official Websites
On the courts' websites you'll find case law, basic legal documents such as foundational treaties, indictments, rules of evidence and procedure, information on judges, and annual
reports, statistics and other background materials.
International Criminal Court (ICC)
http://www.icc-cpi.int/en_menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
http://www.icty.org/
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)
http://www.unictr.org/
Special Court for Sierra Leone
http://www.sc-sl.org/
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
http://www.eccc.gov.kh/en
International Court of Justice (ICJ)
http://www.icj-cij.org/homepage/index.php?lang=en
Court of Bosnia & Herzegovina
http://www.sudbih.gov.ba/?id=280&jezik=e
Primary Source Materials
WestlawNext - International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/OtherInternationalJurisdictions
/InternationalCriminalTribunalfortheFormerYugoslavia?originationContext=AutoComplete&contextData=%28sc.Default%29&
transitionType=CategoryPageItem
WestlawNext - International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/InternationalMaterials/OtherInternationalJurisdictions/Rwanda
/InternationalCriminalTribunalforRwanda?originationContext=AutoComplete&contextData=%28sc.Default%29&transitionType=CategoryPageItem
Netherlands Institute of Human Rights
http://sim.law.uu.nl/sim/caselaw/tribunalen.nsf/%28Accused_All%29?OpenView
Offers a searchable database of ICTY and ICTR materials.
Global War Crimes Tribunal Collection
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1670768%7ES0
This growing series currently covers the ICTY, ICTR, ICC and Special Court for Sierra Leone. It is a source for trial transcripts, which are not all
available online. (updated periodically) KZ1190 .A2 G58 1997
Annotated Leading Cases of International Criminal Tribunals
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1788821%7ES0
Covers ICTY & ICTR. KZ6310 .A5 1999
Digest of Jurisprudence of the Special Court for Sierra Leone
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2081513%7ES0
Covering 2003-2005. In Reference. KZ1208 .S53 L38 2007
The Sierra Leone Special Court Collection
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2221571%7ES0
KZ1208 .S53 A25 2008
Trial of the Major War Criminals before the International Military Tribunal
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1387150
(Nuremberg) D804.G42 I55
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Books & Journals
Books & Key Authors
You'll find plenty of scholarship written on war crimes and international criminal law. As a novice researcher, it's easy to get overwhelmed. That's why it's useful to start with the most
prominent scholars in the area. Once you check their writing, then you can expand your research to include the work of others. You can't go wrong with the following:
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Unimaginable Atrocities
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2659258~S0By William Schabas
KZ7145 .S33 2012
Elements of Genocide
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2737087~S0Edited by Paul Behrens & Ralph Henham
KZ7180 .E42 2013
An Introduction to the International Criminal Court
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2096142~S0By William A. Schabas
KZ7312 .S33 2011
Principles of Direct and Superior Responsibility
in International Humanitarian Law
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1765917~S0By Ilias Bantekas
KZ6471 .B36 2002
International Criminal Law
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1622775~S0Edited by M. Cherif Bassiouni
K5165 .I58 1998
International Criminal Law Practitioner Library: Volume 2, Elements of Crimes under International Law
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2296993~S0By Gideon Boas, James L. Bischoff & Natalie L. Reid
K5301 .B63 2008
The Conduct of Hostilities under the Law of International Armed Conflict
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1856251~S0By Yoram Dinstein
KZ6385 .D56 2004
The Law of Command Responsibility
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2510671~S0By Guénaël Mettraux
K5301 .M4825 2009
International Criminal Law
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2062658~S0By Ilias Bantekas & Susan Nash
K5165 .B35 2007
Key Resources
Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law  
http://opil.ouplaw.com/home/EPIL
The Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law is a comprehensive online resource containing peer-reviewed articles on every aspect of public international law.
Foreign and International Law Resources Database (HeinOnline)
http://proxy.ulib.csuohio.edu:2050/login?url=http://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?collection=intyb&set_as_cursor=clear
FILRD includes the publications of the American Society of International Law along with prominent Yearbooks from around the world, including the Hague Permanent Court of
International Justice series.It also includes U.S. Law Digests, International Tribunals/Judicial Decisions and more.
Journal Articles
Scholarly articles on war crimes can be found in general law reviews as well as in specialized journals. For help finding law reviews, see our guide on Finding Law Review and
Journal Articles. Indexes such as Index to Legal Periodicals, Legal Resources Index (LexisNexis and Westlaw) and Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (online) can be especially
useful. You may also want to browse these specialized journals that are available electronically through our catalog:
The Law and Practice of International Courts and Tribunals
https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2720482~S0
International Criminal Law Review
https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2689525~S0
International Journal on Minority and Group Rights
https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2720462~S0
Journal of Genocide Research
https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2686075~S0
Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law
https://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b2729878~S0
Also available in print at KZ6442 .Y43
Search HeinOnline
 Search Law Journal Library
 
Search Law Journal Library by Citation
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When searching off campus, you will first need to enter via the proxied link.
Search WestlawNext Law Reviews
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Websites, Current Awareness, & Bibliographies
Websites & Current Awareness
Gender Jurisprudence Collections (GJC)
http://www.wcl.american.edu/gender/wilp/gicl/gicl_gjc_instructions.cfm
The War Crimes Research Office and the Women and International Law Program at American University Washington College of Law created GJC, an online database that allows
researchers to search the jurisprudence of eleven international courts for documents containing information on the prosecutor of crimes involving sexual or gender-based violence.
Researchers have the ability to limit their searches for documents keyed to fields such as conviction for gender-based charges, female victims, female prosecutor, or gender
issues.
War Crimes Prosecution/Toolkit
http://publicinternationallawandpolicygroup.org/practice-areas/war-crimes-prosecution/
A database and blog resulting from collaboration between PILPG and Case Western School of Law
Frederick K. Cox International Law Center War Crimes Research Portal
http://law.case.edu/war-crimes-research-portal/
This research portal includes hundreds of links to websites relating to international humanitarian law. In addition, you can find research memoranda on issues pending before
various international fora.
Cambodia Tribunal Monitor
http://www.cambodiatribunal.org/
The Khmer Rouge trials began in late March 2009. The Tribunal is currently hearing five cases. The Cambodia Tribunal Monitor features a blog, webcasts of trial proceedings,
historical information on the Khmer Rouge, legal documents on the Tribunal, and expert commentary.
Crimes Against Humanity: Statutes and Criminal Code Provisions
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/crimes-against-humanity.php
Law Library of Congress. This multinational report from the Law Library of Congress lists national laws pertaining to crimes against humanity in over 45 countries.
Genocide and War Crimes Program (FBI)
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/terrorism/genocide-and-war-crimes-program
The mission of the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Genocide and War Crimes Program is to "leverage law enforcement efforts to hold accountable to the rule of law perpetrators
who have committed acts against humanity, including genocide, war crimes, torture, and the use of child soldiers." The FBI investigates human rights cases, enhances information
collection, and provides training and technical assistance to international and foreign investigative bodies.
Office of Global Criminal Justice (U.S. State Dept.)
http://www.state.gov/j/gcj/
The Office of Global Criminal Justice advises the US Administration on issues of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and other grave human rights violations.
Research Guides & Bibliographies
Didn't find what you're looking for in this guide? These others may help. What about bibliographies? They may seem old school, but having someone tell you what articles are
available on your topic can be a great time saver.
War Crimes Research Guide
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/guides/WarCrimes.cfm
Georgetown University Law Library
International Criminal Courts for the Former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone: A Guide to Online and Print Resources
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/International_Criminal_Courts1.htm
GlobaLex
The Crisis in Darfur: Researching the Legal Issues
http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/Darfur_Crisis_Research1.htm
GlobaLex
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International Criminal Law Bibliography
http://www.ppl.nl/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=83
Peace Palace Library. An extensive online bibliography.
A Selected Socio-Legal Bibliography on Ethnic Cleansing, Wartime Rape, and Genocide in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda
http://scholar.csuohio.edu/record=b1850198%7ES0
Traditional bibliography of useful sources. K5302 .A12 Z39 2005
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